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Remarks at the United States
Embassy in Accra
February 20, 2008

Thank you all. First, I want to thank Jordin
Sparks for taking time out of her busy sched-
ule to join us here in Ghana and for per-
forming such a beautiful version of our na-
tional anthem. By prevailing on last season’s
American Idol, Jordin showed the world she
has a great voice; raising awareness about
malaria means that she has got great compas-
sion and a big heart.

In addition to some great singing, last
year’s American Idol featured a fundraising
campaign called “Idol Gives Back.” The cam-
paign brought in more than $75 million for
charities working in the United States and
Africa. Seventeen million dollars went to or-
ganizations that protect American families—
African families from malaria. And one of
these charities, Malaria No More, has used
the donations to provide bed nets for more
than 2 million mothers and children in Ugan-
da and Angola and Madagascar and Mali and
Zambia.

Last spring, Laura and I made an appear-
ance on American Idol—not because of our
voices. [Laughter] We went on the show to
thank viewers for participating in the “Idol
Gives Back™ campaign. This spring, FOX and
American Idol will once again appeal to view-
ers to help defeat malaria. On April 9th, the
show will raise money to fight malaria in Afri-
ca and support other worthy causes to the
second round of “Idol Gives Back.”

Laura and I hope, and Jordin hopes, that
America’s generosity will still pour forth. And
we ask our fellow citizens to contribute to
this worthy cause.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the
Ambassador’s Residence. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to entertainer Jordin Sparks.

Remarks During a Lunch With Peace
Corps Volunteers in Accra
February 20, 2008

Ambassador, thank you very much for set-
ting up this lunch. Laura and I and Condi
are thrilled to be with some of our most nota-
ble citizens. These are folks who have left
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the comfort of America to join the Peace
Corps to serve humanity, and we're really
looking forward to hearing your stories and
hearing what life is like.

One of the things I tell our country all the
time is our great strength lies in the hearts
and souls of our citizens. And I don’t think
there’s any more giving people than the
Peace Corps volunteers. And so, Robert,
thank you very much for joining us and bring-
ing along some of the—our fellow citizens
who are making a huge difference in people’s
lives.

I'm sure you would like to share a few re-
marks.

[At this point, the discussion continued, and
no transcript was provided. ]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in the
Ambassador’s Residence at the U.S. Embassy. In
his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador to
Ghana Pamela E. Bridgewater; and Robert W.
Golledge, Jr., country director, Peace Corps—
Ghana.

Remarks Prior to a Tee-Ball Game in
Accra

February 20, 2008

Welcome to tee-ball in Ghana. Yes, we're
glad you’re here. Thanks for coming. I am
so honored to be here for—to witness the
game between—I want to make sure I get
this right—the Little Dragons and the Little
Saints.

Yes, I appreciate the Secretary of State
coming, Condoleezza Rice. Madam Sec-
retary, thank you. I appreciate very much the
Ambassador joining us. Madam Ambassador,
thank you. And we got a Major League scout
here—yes, Jimmie Lee Solomon from Major
League Baseball. He’s looking for some tal-
ent. Good to see you, J[immie Lee.

Listen, thank you all for letting us come
by. I'm very excited about watching this
game. I do want to thank your coaches.
Thanks for coaching. Thanks for teaching
people the importance of teamwork. I like
baseball a lot, so thanks for teaching them
how to play baseball too.

And are you ready to start? Are you going
to give me that ball? All right, come on over.
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This is the first ball. Ready? You want to put
it on the tee? Play ball.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. at the
Ghana International School. In his remarks, he
referred to U.S. Ambassador to Ghana Pamela E.
Bridgewater; and Jimmie Lee Solomon, executive
vice president, baseball operations, Major League
Baseball.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President John Agyekum Kufuor of
Ghana in Accra

February 20, 2008

Mr. President, Mrs. Kufuor, and all the
distinguished guests here: Thank you for
your warm welcome. And I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the good people of
Ghana for the wonderful welcome Laura and
I received. I don’t think I have been to a
country where the people have been more
friendly, more open. We appreciate so very
much your hospitality, and I really appreciate
the George Bush Motorway. [Laughter] The
next time I come and ride on the George
Bush Motorway, I promise that we will not
shut the highway down. [Laughter]

President Kufuor is a close friend. He has
earned my respect, and he’s earned the re-
spect of leaders all across the world. He is
an accomplished man with a good mind and
a good heart.

We first met in 2001; we were new Presi-
dents. And here we are, nearly 7 years later,
and we're fixing to leave office. [Laughter]
But we both vow, we will finish strong with
our heads held high.

In the remaining months, we will work to
strengthen the partnership between our two
nations. The ties that bind the United States
and Ghana are as long as they are deep. Last
year, Ghana commemorated the 50th anni-
versary of its independence. And when you
claimed your liberty in 1957, the United
States of America was by your side. Richard
Nixon and Martin Luther King, Jr., were
among the notable Americans who were here
when the Union Jack was replaced by the
red, yellow, and green of the Republic of
Ghana. Four years later, 51 idealistic young
Americans arrived in your beautiful country
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as Ghana became the first nation to host vol-
unteers from the Peace Corps.

This long tradition of friendship and co-
operation continues today. Today, Ghana and
the United States are working to strengthen
democracy and good government. Together
we're harnessing the power of global trade
to alleviate poverty. And, Mr. President, rest
assured, I will work to complete the Doha
round. Together we're working to preserve
peace, combat disease, and help ensure that
all of Ghana’s citizens can give their children
what we all want for our children, a more
hopeful future.

And so, Mr. President, I want to thank you
for your friendship. I thank you for your lead-
ership. I thank you for your kindness. And
I offer a toast to you, your gracious wife, and
to the noble people of Ghana. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. in the
State Banquet Hall. In his remarks, he referred
to Theresa Kufuor, wife of President Kufuor. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of President
Kufuor.

Remarks on Arrival in Monrovia,
Liberia
February 21, 2008

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Libe-
ria. Let me say how pleased we are to wel-
come President Bush, Mrs. Bush, Secretary
Rice, and all the members of this delegation.
It is a great honor for Liberia to receive
them. And they've received a very warm wel-
come from the Liberian people, from our
young people, from our students, who lined
the route and waved and showed flags. We're
just so pleased and honored. Thank you,
President Bush, for making this trip.

President Bush. Madam President,
thanks. I've been looking forward to coming
here ever since you extended the kind invita-
tion to me. I do want to thank the people
of Liberia for the warm welcome that we
have received. I loved all the smiles and the
enthusiasm along the route.

Most importantly, I want the people of Li-
beria to know, Madam President, the United
States stands with you. We want to help you
recover from a terrible period. We want you



